
Meet Engineering 

  
From back to front, left to right: Ethan McIntyre, Raju Nichols, Jack Scanlon, Samuel Miles, Izon Hurst, Gideon Plank, 

Camron Jones, Joshua Blew, Paul Lawless, Jason Meyer, and Cole Pieratt. (Not pictured: Jacob Dodd) 

2017-2018 Team Members  

Jacob Dodd, Junior, Raytown South High School 
Jacob joined the satellite program because he wanted to pursue his passions while 
also representing his school, as well as, wanting to take part in this once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. So far he has learned many of the technical aspects of engineering and 
also critical thinking skills to solve problems. The program has allowed him to learn 
more about the career field he’s considering and has also given him the opportunity to 
build a satellite with his peers. As a member of the engineering group, Jacob works on 
models, construction, and analyzing and solving problems. After high school, he plans 
on attending college and earning a degree in an engineering-related field, where the 
skills he has gained from this program will definitely aid his efforts. His advice to those 
interested in STEM is to “Start now and never be scared, and make use of the 
resources available to you, like different programs specifically suited for your age 

group. Take advantage of these programs and it will pay off big time in the future.” 
 

Camron Jones, Senior, Raytown South High School  
Camron joined the program because he felt that it would be a great experience.  He has 
gained a greater knowledge of how to make circuit boards, in addition to realizing what 
it’s like to be part of a team and enriching his time management skills. After high school, 
Camron plans on attending the Air Force Academy. He is also considering pursuing an 
engineering degree. His advice to those interested in STEM is, “Make sure you take the 
right courses and don't be discouraged.”  
 
 

 

 



 
 
Sam Miles, Senior, Raytown High School  
Sam joined the program because of the opportunity to build a satellite, and he’s 

learned a lot about the printed circuit board design process and basic knowledge 

about automated radio usage. This program has helped him learn the “ins and outs” 

of his future career and has encouraged him further down the STEM path. As a 

member of the engineering team, he helps construct the circuit boards, a skill that 

will prove useful when he pursues a career in robotics and electrical engineering 

after high school. His advice to those interested in STEM?  

“Do it.” 

 

 

2016-2017 Team Members 

Jack Scanlon, Senior, Raytown High School, Head of Engineering  

Jack joined the program because his friends wanted somebody to provide the 

engineering department with organization. He has learned that being a leader can be 

difficult, especially trying to keep people on task. The program has helped him embrace 

his leadership qualities and has also solidified his future interests in engineering. As 

head of engineering, Jack handles the direction the group is headed in and acts as the 

spokesperson. In his own words, “It is hard to carve a path where no one has been.” It 

has been challenging to guide the efforts of the group, but it should prove to be 

rewarding in the end. After high school, Jack plans on pursuing a degree in engineering, 

a goal that is more easily attained now that he has experience in the field. For those 

interested in science and technology, he recommends, “If you want to innovate the 

world, you have the ability to do it yourself… Each person brings something unique to 

the table, and when you find that attribute about you, doors will open and you too can be involved in the STEM field.”   

       

Joshua Blew, Junior, Raytown South High School  
Joshua joined the program because he was one of the students originally selected to 
participate and he is proud to represent the district in this extraordinary opportunity. 
He has learned that to accomplish such a large task requires dividing the 
responsibilities into smaller groups and maintaining healthy collaboration and 
communication between the teams. The program has created an atmosphere of 
learning and growth and also provides him and other students with “something that 
cannot be found in a regular schoolroom or basic education environment.” As a 
member of the engineering team he works with his peers to accomplish small tasks 
that accumulate to make a big difference. After high school, he plans to apply the 
skills of communication and collaboration from this program to his own tech business 

that will improve millions of lives around the world while he attends college at University of Washington in Seattle or 
Washington University in St. Louis. His advice to those interested in STEM is, “If something is not in existence, you can 
make it… Study and learn what you need in the realms of science and technology, and apply these principles to create 
something amazing.”  
 



Izon Hurst, Sophomore, Raytown South High School  
Izon joined the program because he believed that it was something he’d be interested 
in that could help him learn things he did not yet know. Thus far, he has learned the 
steps that need to be taken to work together to figure out how to construct the 
satellite, and these engineering skills have become especially useful in providing him 
with more information and insight into a future in engineering. As a member of 
engineering, he collaborates with his peers and tries to get answers as accurately and 
efficiently as possible. In college, he plans on studying petroleum engineering and also 
playing football. For those interested in the field, Izon suggests, “Make sure to look into 
it early and take every advantage that will help in any way to advance you on your 
career path."  

 
 

Paul Lawless, Graduate, Raytown High School  
Paul joined the program because of a friend involved with the project. He has added to 
the knowledge he’s gained at Summit Technology Academy to enrich his understanding 
of circuit board schematics by having to build circuit boards from scratch. This program 
has increased the amount of time he spends in school, making school play a more 
prominent role in his life. As one of the lead electrical engineers, Paul has done the 
majority of work on the circuit board schematics and the circuit board itself and has 
worked closely with the Programming group in the process. After high school, he plans 
on attending The University of Missouri for mechanical engineering, and his advice to 
those interested in STEM is, “Keep pushing through. Sometimes it’s boring, sometimes 
the math is hard, sometimes it feels tedious. But once you get past that, it’s fun.”  

 
 

Jason Meyer, Sophomore, Raytown High School  
Jason joined the program to learn more about engineering and space. He has learned 
about the amount of teamwork required in the engineering process and how detail is 
crucial when constructing something. This program has allowed him to meet people 
with similar interests and aspirations, especially by connecting the work done in both 
the engineering and research groups. After high school, he plans on becoming an 
engineer, and this program has allowed him to see the engineering and design 
process put into action and witness a plan come to life, which will prove to be 
valuable preparation for a future career in STEM. His advice for those interested in 
STEM is, “Start learning skills in teamwork and learn to accept other people’s ideas.”  
 
 
 
Ethan McIntyre, Sophomore, Raytown South High School  
Ethan joined the program because he wanted to experience a true engineer’s duties 
and responsibilities. He has learned a variety of new skills and techniques that have 
expanded his ability to collaborate and brainstorm ideas with a group. Since 
beginning the project, his goals for his future career have changed. After high school, 
he is considering becoming a chemical engineer, and his advice to those interested in 
STEM is, “Be sure you know what the true field is like. Explore and try things related 
to what you enjoy. Don't dive into a career because you think you will like it, you may 
not like the work or other such things about the career.”  
 
 



 
Raju Nichols, Junior, Raytown South High School  
Raju joined the program for the opportunity to experience the life of an engineer, and 
so far he has learned how the abundance of details involved can either make or break 
a project. As a member of the engineering group, he helps develop the models needed 
to construct the satellite, a duty that has made it clear that engineering is the field that 
he wishes to pursue. After high school, he plans on going to college and using the skills 
he has gained from this program to set him above the rest of the crowd.  Raju 
describes the program as “Challenging, fun, and opportunistic,” and his advice to 
prospective engineers is, “Always question, because questioning is the first process of 
finding a solution.”  
 
 
 

 
Cole Pieratt, Junior, Raytown High School  
Cole joined the program because of his interests in math and science. This program 
gives him something to explore related to his interests over the course of the week. 
Cole is an expert in modeling and 3-D printing and hopes to contribute his talents to 
the team. He is learning more about how to stay productive in a group setting, the 
length of time required to purchase items, and skills that will help his future career 
as an engineer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gideon Plank, Junior, Raytown High School  
Gideon joined the program because he was interested in space and the engineering 
field and knew that this program could enrich his experience in these areas. He has 
learned more about how a group needs to function and interact. He has also been 
introduced to new people that share similar interests. As a member of the 
engineering team, he works to create 3D models in addition to helping model and 
design other parts. After high school he plans on becoming an engineer where he 
can apply these skills of designing and communication. His advice to those 
interested in STEM is, “Ask lots of questions. You can learn so much more just by 
questioning everything you can't understand.” 
 

 

 

 


